
 

Summerseat Methodist Primary School 
Steps in Learning, Skills for Life 

 
 

Expectations Lower Key Stage Two  
(Cycle A, Year Four) 

What knowledge and skills will you gain on your learning journey this year? 



Summerseat Methodist Primary School’s Steps in Learning 
 

This booklet provides an overview of the topics taught in the year 
group for all the subjects and also outlines the end of year 
exceptions for children in our school for maths and English. It also 
contains the knowledge organisers for  maths and English which 
we use with the children in school. Science, geography and 
history knowledge organisers for the autumn term are also 
included for information and subsequent terms will come home 
at the start of each topic to let you know the key knowledge 
children will gain during the topic.  
 

At the back of the booklet are our learning to learn skills which 
are taught progressively and explicitly in all year groups to ensure 
our pupils leave the school as ‘well rounded’ individuals.  
 

This is a ‘snapshot’ of our curriculum and more information on 
skills progression for each curriculum area can be found in our 
subject ‘Steps in Learning’ which  are our key progression 
documents.  
 

If you have any queries regarding the content of this booklet or 
want support in knowing how best to help your child please talk to 
your child’s class teacher. 
*For further detail, please see the Subject Steps in Learning which  are 
our key progression framework.  Content in this booklet is summarised.   

The school vision, motto and values have directed our curriculum intent 
and design and are interwoven within in. 
 

“I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full.” John 
10:10 

Believe. Achieve. Shine. 

Class Three Topics—Cycle A 

Autumn 1 Rainforests 

Autumn 2 Deserts 

Spring 1 Stone age, Iron age, Bronze age 

Spring 2 

Summer 1 Ancient Civilisation 

Summer 2 



Summerseat Methodist Primary School – Steps in Learning 
Class Four– Cycle A 

  Autumn1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Rainforests Deserts Stone age, Iron age, bronze age  Ancient civilisations 

Visits and Visitors  Chester Zoo Anderton centre Museum visit  

Key Texts       

Additional Stimulus Little People, Big Dreams - 
Attenborough  

The Grinch who stole 
Christmas – Seuss  

Fossil Girl - Brighton  How to wash a woolly 
mammoth  

You wouldn’t want to be 
an Egyptian Mummy  

 

Writing Outcomes Instructions/rules for 
living in the bedroom 

Information page about 
orang-utans  

Angry speech bubble in 
role as the little girl 

Letter of complaint Short 
Biography  

Setting description  
New page for The Great 
Kapok Tree incl. persua-

sive speech in role 
Letter of complaint re: 

deforestation  

Diary - Mary Anning 
Setting Description 

Recount 

Dialogue – between two 
characters 

Narrative – own versions 
of the story 
Instructions 

Non-chronological report 
– stone age to iron age  

Narrative  
Setting description 

Mystery story 
Dialogue to convey char-

acter and move the action 
on 

Explanation – Mummifica-
tion 

Diary – Howard Carter  

Writing in role 
Diary Entry 

Descriptive Writing 
Persuasion 

Mathematics Number: Place value 
Number: Addition and 

Subtraction 

Number: Addition and 
Subtraction 

Number: Multiplication & 
Division 

Number: Multiplication & 
Division 

Measurement: Length, 
perimeter, area 

Number: Fractions 

Number: Fractions 
Measurement: Mass and 

Capacity 

Number: Decimals 
(including money) 

Measurement: Time 

Statistics 
Geometry: Properties of 

shape 

Science Physics  
Light  

  

Physics  
Sound  

  
Sustainability  
Deforestation  

Biology  
Digestive System  

Biology  
Food Chains   

  
Sustainability   
Food Waste  

Biology  
Plants A   

Physics   
Forces Magnets   

Biology   
Plants B   

Sustainability  Biodiversity  



History   Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age 
(Changes in Britain from Stone Age to Iron Age) 

Ancient Civilisations 
(The achievements of the earliest civilisations – an 
overview of when and where the first civilisations 

appeared and a depth study of one.)  

Geography Rainforests Deserts     

Art   Collage 
Jesse Treece 

 3D Art 

Ancient civilizations 

Sarcophagus (Clay & hinge) 

Printing  
William Morris 

Design Technology Mechanisms Levers, 

pulleys, winding mecha-
nisms, pneumatics 

Moving Animals 

Structures 
Stiffening, reinforcing 

 
Frames and axles 

Engineer: Stephenson’s 
(Robert & George)  

 Food 
Healthy and varied diet 
Making bread & soup 

 
Chef: Jamie Oliver 

  

Computing  
Email  

 
 
 
 
 

Online Reputation/Self-
image & identity 

 
Unpacking hardware and 

software. 
 

Route Planners 
 
 

Managing Online Infor-
mation 

 
Effective searching  

 
 
 
 
 

Privacy & Security/
Copyright & Ownership 

 
Coding  

 
 
 
 
 

Online Relationships & 
Bullying 

 
Presentations  

 
 
 
 
 

Health, Wellbeing & Life-
style 

 
Spreadsheets 

 
 
 
 

Online safety review 

 

Music Mama Mia (Musicals)  Songs for Christmas per-

formances  
Western Classic to 1940: 

Classical Period : Focus on 
Beethoven ‘Symphony no. 

5’   
 

Western Tradition & Film 

post 1940: Jai Ho from 

Slumdog Millionaire  

Western Classic to 1940: 
Medieval & Renaissance: 
William Byrd (Recorder 

popular – lead into record-
er unit) 

Recorder Course 
(Steps 1-10) 

Western Classic to 1940: 
Medieval & Renaissance: 
William Byrd (Recorder 

popular – lead into record-
er unit) 

Recorder Course 
(Steps 1-10) 

Let your spirit fly (R&B)
Stop! 
(rap)  

RE 2a.1: CREATION/ FALL: What 
do Christians learn from the 

creation story?  
 

How do festivals and family 
life show what matters to 
Jewish people?  
 

2a.2 PEOPLE OF GOD: What is 
it like to follow God?  
Methodist Unit: Warm hearts: 
what does it feel like to expe-
rience God’s presence?  
 

How do festivals and worship 
show what matters to a Mus-
lim?  
 

2a.4 GOSPEL: What kind of 
world did Jesus want?  
 

How and why do religious 
and non-religious people try 
to make the world a better 
place?  
 

PSHE Being me in my world Celebrating Difference Dreams and Goals Healthy Me Relationships Changing Me! 

Summerseat Methodist Primary School – Steps in Learning 
Class Four– Cycle A 

  Autumn1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



  

• Ask questions to clarify or develop understanding 

• Sequence, develop and communicate ideas in an or-

ganised, logical way in complete sentences as required 

• Show understanding of the main points and significant 

details  in a discussion 

• Increasingly adapt what is said to meet the needs of 

the audience/listener 

• Vary the use and choice of vocabulary dependent on 

the audience and purpose 

• Show understanding of how and why language choices 

vary in different contexts 

• Present writing to an audience, using appropriate into-

nation and controlling the tone and volume so that the 
meaning is clear 

• Justify answers with evidence 

• Understand when the context requires the use of  

Standard English 

• Perform poems or plays from memory, conveying ideas 

about characters and situations by adapting expression 
and tone 

Handwriting 
• Joins all taught letters correctly using diagonal and 

horizontal strokes. 

• Recognises which letters are best left unjoined. 

• Maintains legible, consistent handwriting with correct 
size, proportion and spacing. 

• Develops fluency, speed and presentation. 
 

Reading 
Writing 

A Year Four Child 
English 

Oracy & Reading 
Discusses texts they read or hear, explaining key information and 
opinions. 
Asks questions to deepen understanding. 
Reads aloud with expression, flow and pace. 
Retells stories, fairy tales, myths and legends in chosen formats. 
Prepares poems and playscripts to perform, using intonation, 
tone, volume and action. 
Explores words and phrases that capture interest. 
 

Word Reading & Decoding 
Reads longer sections of text fluently. 
Understands words with prefixes and suffixes from the Year 3/4 
curriculum. 
 

Language in Context: V 
Checks text makes sense and self-corrects when needed. 
Uses vocabulary knowledge and context to work out meanings. 
Collects words from reading for writing. 
Uses dictionaries to confirm meaning. 
 

Comprehension – Retrieval: R 
Skims and scans passages to find information. 
Answers who, what, why, where, when, how questions with 
evidence. 
Reads silently and discusses content. 
 

Comprehension – Sequencing & Summarising: S 
Sequences events or ideas across a chapter or text. 
Explains and summarises main points from longer texts. 
Discusses ideas across a whole text. 
 

Comprehension – Inference: I / P 
Infers characters’ thoughts, feelings and motives from actions. 
Identifies and compares viewpoints of characters. 
Justifies inferences with evidence. 
Explains author’s purpose and intended impact. 
Makes reasoned predictions based on the text or similar reading. 
Comprehension – Choice of Language: WP 
Explains how vocabulary choices affect meaning. 
Identifies language used to create atmosphere and its purpose. 
Explores how sentence structures change meaning or mood. 
 

Comprehension – Themes & Conventions: E / C 
Identifies text types and their features. 
Uses non-fiction features and layout to locate and interpret 
information. 
Recognises themes, cultural or historical settings. 
Compares differences between texts, even within the same type. 
Identifies different forms of poetry. 
Evaluates texts for overall quality and specific features. 

Oracy for Writing 

Reads writing aloud with clear expression to a group or 

class. 

Explains language and structure choices, considering 

audience. 

Speaks fluently with growing use of Standard English. 

Composition: Sentences 

Uses subordinate clauses confidently for variety and detail. 

Maintains tense consistency and subject–verb agreement. 

Varies sentence types for effect (statements, questions, 

commands, subordination). 

Expands sentences with noun phrases, prepositions and 

ambitious vocabulary. 

Punctuation 

Uses all taught KS2 punctuation accurately. (. ! ? ‘ , “”) 

Punctuates direct speech with inverted commas and 

supporting punctuation. 

Uses apostrophes correctly for possession and contractions. 

Composition: Context, Audience, Purpose 

Plans and writes texts with clear audience and purpose. 

Engages the reader through detail and language choices. 

Establishes a viewpoint and attempts to sustain it. 

Composition: Narrative 

Writes narratives with developed characters and settings. 

Structures stories with build-up, problem and resolution. 

Uses engaging openings, well-developed resolutions and 

consistent paragraphing. 

Composition: Non-narrative 

Identifies and applies key features of text types. 

Writes with clear introduction, logical points and defined 

conclusion. 

Uses topic sentences and links points for cohesion. 

Composition: Editing 

Proposes grammar and vocabulary changes to improve 

writing. 

Proof-reads consistently for spelling and punctuation. 

Responds constructively to feedback. 

Spelling 

Spells KS1 and LKS2 patterns and common exception words 

accurately. 

Uses prefixes, suffixes and homophones confidently. 

Spells words often misspelt (Appendix 1 NC). 

Writes dictated sentences accurately using taught words 

and punctuation. 
 

Speaking 







 
Being a mathematician 

Number  

 
 Being a mathematician 

Fractions, measurement, geometry & statistics 

A Year Four Child 
• Recognise the place value of each digit in a 4-

digit number 

• Identify the value of each digit to two decimal 

places 

• Find 1,000 more or less than a given number 

• Order and compare numbers beyond 1,000 

• Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 and 

1000 

• Count backwards through 0 to include nega-

tive numbers 

• Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 , 100 and 1000 

• Read Roman numerals to 100 

• Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits 

and decimals with one decimal place using the 

formal written methods of column addition   

• Estimate and use inverse operations to check 

answers to a calculation 

• Solve addition and subtraction two-step prob-

lems in contexts, deciding which operations 

and methods to use and why 

• Recall and use multiplication facts for 6, 7, 9, 11 

and 12 times tables verbally and in written form 

• Recall and use division facts for 6, 7, 9, 11 and 

12 times tables verbally and in written form 

• Recognise and use factor pairs and commuta-

tivity in mental calculations 

• Multiply 2 and 3-digit numbers by a 1-digit num-

ber using formal written layout 

• Find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit 

number by 10 and 100, identifying the value of 

the digits in the answer as ones, tenths and hun-

dredths 

• Use place value, known and derived facts to 

multiply and divide mentally, multiplying by 0 

and  1 and dividing by 1 

• Solve problems involving multiplying and divid-

ing 

• Understand that a fraction is one whole number divid-

ed by another (for example, 3/4 can be interpreted 

as 3 ÷ 4) 

• Recognise, find and write fractions of a discrete set of 

objects including those with a range of numerators 

and denominators 

• Count on and back in steps of unit fractions  

• Add and subtract fractions with the same denomina-

tor 

• Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any num-

ber of tenths and hundreds 

• Recognise and write decimal equivalents to ¼, ½, ¾  

• Round decimals with one decimal place to the near-

est whole number 

• Compare numbers with the same number of decimal 

places up to two decimal places 

• Solve simple measures and money problems involving 

fractions and decimals to 2 decimals places 

 

• Compare and classify geometric shapes, including 

quadrilaterals and triangles, based on their properties 

and sizes 

• Identify lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes presented in 

different orientations 

• Continue to identify horizontal and vertical lines and 

pairs of perpendicular and parallel lines 

• Identify acute and obtuse angles  and compare and 

order angles up to two right angles by size 

• Use a variety of sorting diagrams to compare and 

classify geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals 

and triangles, based on their properties and sizes 

• Describe positions on a 2-D grid as co-ordinates in the 

first quadrant 

• Describe movements between positions as transla-

tions of a given unit to the left/right and up/down 

• Plot specified points and draw sides to complete a 

given polygon 

• Interpret and present discrete and continuous data 

using appropriate graphical methods, including bar 

charts and time graphs 

• Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using 

information presented in bar charts, pictograms, ta-

bles and other graphs 

 
Addition strategies 

 

13 x 4 = 

 

Subtraction strategies 
 

Multiplication strategies 

Division strategies 

For more detail on our mathematical strategies, please see our calculation policy.  

 

Addition strategies 

 

 

24 ÷ 7 = 3 r 3  

Subtraction strategies 

Multiplication strategies 

Division strategies 





INSERT SCIENCE KNOWLEDGE  
ORGANISER FOR THE FIRST HALF 

TERM 



INSERT HISTORY / GEOGRAPHY 
KNOWLEDGE  

ORGANISER FOR THE FIRST HALF 
TERM 



INSERT ART / DT KNOWLEDGE  
ORGANISER FOR THE FIRST HALF 

TERM 



Learning Qualities 
 

Class Three 

The following outlines the key year group skills that we 
are committed to developing which will help our 

children to become successful life long learners.  It is 
helpful to see these as ‘Learn to Learn’ skills. 

 

 

 

 
 

Building Resilience 
• Begin to talk about ‘Growth Mindset’ and ‘Fixed  
Mindset’  

• Keep emotions in check when tasks get tough 

• Enjoy challenges, especially open ended or deeper  
thinking ones 

• Try different ways to solve a problem 

• Start to understand the power of ‘yet’  

• Know we can learn from mistakes and recognise 

Developing Confidence 
• Work harmoniously and constructively with others in joint  
activity sharing ideas with confidence  

• Communicate capably as a team member 

• Describe own strengths and weaknesses 

• Say who or what helps them learn; and how and why they 
know 

• Understand the factors that stop them from learning  
effectively 

Gaining Independence 
• Begin to take increased responsibility for organising 

their own things, including resources and belongings 

• Welcome opportunities to take an added responsibility  

• Work within a time frame and prioritise the most im-
portant things that need doing 

• Set and review learning targets 

• Explain who helps them learn and why 

• Not put off by changes to normal routine 

Becoming Collaborative 
• Work harmoniously and constructively with others in 

joint activity 

• Make sure that everybody takes a turn when speaking 

• Give feedback to others in a group on their perfor-
mance 

• Work readily in different teams 

• Listen to and follow instructions independently 

• Take on a specific allocated role in a group 

• Respect and tolerate values and beliefs of others in a 
joint activity 

• Communicate capably as a team member 

Being Inquisitive 
• Devise sensible questions to ask different people 

• Suggest a question which can be investigated 

• Follow up a question to gain clarification 

• Show thinking in different ways, e.g. mind maps 

• Use more than one piece of evidence to support  
findings 

• See the relationship between things and use to explain 
to others 

• Sort information  and choose what is most  
relevant 




