
 

Summerseat Methodist Primary School 
Steps in Learning, Skills for Life 

 
 

Expectations for Upper Key Stage Two 
(Cycle A, Year Five) 

What knowledge and skills will you gain on your learning journey this year? 



Summerseat Methodist Primary School’s Steps in Learning 
 

This booklet provides an overview of the topics taught in the year 
group for all the subjects and also outlines the end of year 
exceptions for children in our school for maths and English. It also 
contains the knowledge organisers for  maths and English which we 
use with the children in school. Science, geography and history 
knowledge organisers for the autumn term are also included for 
information and subsequent terms will come home at the start of 
each topic to let you know the key knowledge children will gain 
during the topic.  
 

At the back of the booklet are our learning to learn skills which are 
taught progressively and explicitly in all year groups to ensure our 
pupils leave the school as ‘well rounded’ individuals.  
 

This is a ‘snapshot’ of our curriculum and more information on skills 
progression for each curriculum area can be found in our subject 
‘Steps in Learning’ which  are our key progression documents.  

If you have any queries regarding the content of this booklet or 
want support in knowing how best to help your child please talk to 
your child’s class teacher. 
*For further detail, please see the Subject Steps in Learning which  are 
our key progression framework.  Content in this booklet is summarised.   

Class Ash Topics—Cycle A 

Autumn 1 Romans 

Autumn 2 

Spring 1 Volcanoes and Earthquakes 

Spring 2 Trade Links 

Summer 1 Anglo-Saxons 

Summer 2 Vikings 

The school vision, motto and values have directed our curriculum intent 
and design and are interwoven within in. 
 

“I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full.” John 
10:10 

Believe. Achieve. Shine. 



Summerseat Methodist Primary School – Steps in Learning 
Class Ash – Cycle A 

  Autumn1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Romans Volcanoes and 

Earthquakes 

Trade Links Anglo-Saxons Vikings 

Hook Invasion   Lancashire Hot Pot Tasting   

Visits and Visitors  Romans Visit   Anglo– Saxons Visit  

Key Texts 

 
 

The Day the Crayons 
Quit – Jeffers  

 
Oliver Twist & other 

Great Dickens Stories- 
Williams  

 
Kensuke’s Kingdom – 

Michael Morpurgo  

 

Food Fight  

Mac-
beth – Shakespeare  

 

Beowulf – Crossley Hol-
land  

Additional Stimulus Film Clips - Little Freak / 
Alma 

Focus – Great Expecta-
tions / Christmas Carol 
Animations 

Volcanoes Mr Bunny’s Chocolate 
Factory 

Macbeth #Killingit (OMG 
Shakespeare) – Shake-
speare & Carbone 
How to cook children 

Beowulf – Morphurgo 

Writing Outcomes Letter writing—formal and 
informal letters of com-

plaint 
Diary  

Suspense Narrative 

Dialogue – Oliver Twist 
Narrative – Setting de-

scription  
Character description – 

Miss Havisham / Scrooge 
Formal letter of apology  

Non-Chronological Re-
port – Volcanoes and 

Earthquakes    
Adventure Narrative 

Diary 

Explanation – linked to Mr 
Bunny 

Balanced Argument – 
should chocolate be 

banned?  
Newspaper  Narrative  

Performing scenes 
Descriptions 

Instructions / Explanation  

Description  
Narrative 

Non-chronological report 
– mythical creature  

Mathematics Place Value 
Four Operations 

Four operations 
Fractions 

 

Four operations  
Fractions 

Decimals and percentages 
Perimeter and area 

statistics 

Shape 
Position and direction 

Decimals 

Negative Numbers 
Converting Units 

Volume 

Science Physics   
Forces  

Magnets  

Physics  
Light  

  
Sustainability  
Light Pollution  

Chemistry  
Properties of Materials   

Chemistry  
Reversible and Irreversible 

Changes  
  

Sustainability  
Plastic Pollution  

Biology  
Animals Including Hu-

mans   
  

Biology  
Reproduction A  

Biology   
Lifecycles  

  
Biology   

Reproduction B  



History   Anglo-Saxons Vikings Romans 

Geography   Volcanoes and Earth-
quakes 

Trade Links   

Art Collage 
Pietro Cavallini / Em-

ma Biggs 
 

Topic link – Romans 
in History 

 

 Printing 
Hokusai 

 
Volcanoes 

 3D Art 
Investigate local sculp-
ture (Irwell Sculpture 

Trail) 
Make our own sculpture 

trail based on Yayoi Kusa-
ma flowers for Copse Cor-

ner  

 

Design Technology  Structures  
Stiffening, reinforcing/ 

frames 
 

Bridges 
 

Engineer: Romans / 
Brunel  

 Food technology  
Celebrating Culture / Food 

storage 

Lancashire Hotpot 
 

Bury market Focus 

Chef: Fanny Cradock / 
Hairy Bikers 

& local history of Bury 
Market 

 Mechanisms Pulleys 
and CAMS 

Viking Long Boats 
 

Links to History topic  

Computing Quizzing 

 

Game Creator 

 

Spreadsheets 

 

Coding 5 word Processing 3-d Modelling 

Music Dancing in the Street 

(Motown) 

Songs for Christmas 

Modern / Contempo-

rary:  Derbyshire 

Romantic Period:  

Tchaikovsky ‘Swan 

Lake’ and Debussy 

Recorder Livin’ on a prayer (Rock) Happy! (pop and soul) 

RE What does it mean to 
be a Muslim in Britain 
today? 

INCARNATION 
Was Jesus the Messiah? 
Christmas 

GOD: What does it 
mean if God is Holy and 
Loving? 

Why is the Torah so 
important to Jewish 
people? 

GOSPEL: What would 
Jesus do? 

Why do some people 
believe in God and 
some people not? OR  
What matters most to 
Humanists and Chris-
tians?  
Methodist Unit: Com-
mitment to Christianity: 
Is it long ago and far 
away, or is it here and 
now?  

PSHE Being me in my world Celebrating Difference Dreams and Goals Healthy Me Relationships Changing Me! 

Summerseat Methodist Primary School – Steps in Learning 
Class Ash – Cycle A 

  Autumn1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



  

• Engage the interest of the listener by varying their expres-

sion and vocabulary 

• Adapt spoken language to the audience, purpose and con-

text 

• Explain the effect of using different language for different 

purposes 

• Develop ideas and opinions with relevant detail 

• Express ideas and opinions, justifying a point of view 

• Show understanding of the main points, significant details 

and implied meanings in a discussion 

• Listen carefully in discussions, make contributions and ask 

questions that are responsive to others’ ideas and views 

• Begin to use Standard English in formal situations 

• Begin to use hypothetical language to consider more than 

one possible outcome or solution 

• Perform own compositions, using appropriate intonation 

and volume o that meaning is clear 

• Perform poems or plays from memory, making careful 

choices about how they convey ideas about characters and 
situations by adapting expression and tone 

• Understand and begin to select the appropriate register 

according to the context 

Handwriting 
 

• I can write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed. 

• I can choose which shape of letter to use when given choic-
es and deciding whether or not to join specific letters. 

I can choose the writing implement that is best suited to a 

task. Adapts handwriting style for different audiences and 

Reading Writing 

A Year Five Child 
English 

Oracy & Reading 
Discusses a wide range of texts, giving explanations, opinions and 
comparisons. 
Asks and answers questions to clarify and deepen understanding. 
Reads aloud fluently with expression and varied intonation. 
Retells myths, legends and traditional tales in different forms. 
Performs poems and playscripts with tone, volume, and 
movement. 
Explores vocabulary and phrases that capture the reader’s 
imagination. 

Word Reading & Decoding 
Reads longer, more complex texts fluently. 
Understands meaning of unfamiliar words using prefixes, suffixes 
and word roots. 

Language in Context: V 
Checks comprehension and self-corrects when needed. 
Uses knowledge, context and dictionaries to define unfamiliar 
words. 
Collects ambitious vocabulary from reading to apply in writing. 

Comprehension – Retrieval: R 
Skims and scans to locate precise information. 
Answers a range of comprehension questions, citing evidence. 
Reads silently and discusses interpretation confidently. 

Comprehension – Sequencing & Summarising: S 
Organises events or ideas across chapters or whole texts. 
Summarises key points and themes succinctly. 
Explains relationships between ideas across longer texts. 

Comprehension – Inference: I / P 
Draws inferences about characters’ feelings, motives and 
viewpoints. 
Explains how authors use evidence to shape readers’ responses. 
Justifies inferences with well-chosen references. 
Makes predictions based on evidence, author style or themes. 

Comprehension – Choice of Language: WP 
Analyses how vocabulary and figurative language shape meaning. 
Explains how sentence structure creates effects such as tension 
or pace. 
Evaluates author choices for atmosphere, characterisation and 
impact. 

Comprehension – Themes & Conventions: E / C 
Identifies and compares text types and features. 
Uses non-fiction layout effectively to locate and summarise 
information. 
Recognises recurring themes, cultural and historical influences. 
Explores differences in style between authors and genres. 
Identifies and discusses a range of poetic forms. 
Evaluates texts, commenting on effectiveness and author’s craft. 

 

. Oracy for Writing 
Performs own writing confidently to an audience, using intonation, 
volume and pace. 
Discusses own and others’ writing critically, considering audience 
impact. 
Uses appropriate registers for effective communication. 
 
Composition: Sentences 
Chooses sentence structures deliberately for effect. 
Maintains tense accurately across extended texts. 
Uses cohesion devices (pronouns, repetition, adverbials) within 
paragraphs. 
Varies sentence length and structure to influence the reader. 
 
Punctuation 
Uses all taught KS2 punctuation accurately. (. ! ? , ‘ “” - ()) 
Uses commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity. 
 
Composition: Context, Audience, Purpose 
Writes texts with clear audience and purpose. 
Maintains viewpoint and detail to engage the reader consistently. 
Uses modal verbs appropriately to indicate possibility, probability, 
necessity or obligation in their writing  
 
Composition: Narrative 
Writes complete narratives with clear structure and pacing. 
Creates engaging openings and atmosphere in characterisation and 
settings. 
Links paragraphs clearly to develop the plot. 
 
Composition: Non-narrative 
Writes non-narrative texts with clear introduction, organised points 
and logical conclusion. 
Uses organisational and presentational devices confidently. 
Summarises longer passages with growing independence. 
 
Composition: Editing 
Edits grammar and vocabulary for impact. 
Improves writing to meet the task brief. 
Evaluates own and others’ writing with specific suggestions. 
 
Spelling 
Spells KS1 and KS2 words accurately. 
Distinguishes homophones and commonly confused words. 
Spells some words with silent letters. 
Uses dictionaries and thesauri effectively. 
Applies knowledge of word morphology and etymology. 
 

 

 

Speaking 







 
Being a mathematician 

Number 

 
 Being a mathematician 

Fractions, Measurement, geometry & 
statistics 

A Year Five Child 
Mathematics 

• Count forwards and backwards in steps of power 10 

for any given number up to 1,000,000 

• Read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 

1,000,000 and determine the value of each digit  

• Interpret negative numbers in context, count forwards 

and backwards with positive and negative whole 

numbers, including through zero 

• Round any number to 1,000,000 to the nearest 10, 

100, 1,000, 10,000 and 100,000. Round decimals with 

2dp to the nearest whole number and to 1dp 

• Recognise and use square numbers and cube num-

bers and the notation for squared (²) and cubed (³) 

• Read Roman numerals to 1,000 (M) and recognise 

years written in Roman numerals 

• Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in 

contexts, deciding which operations and methods to 

use and why; solve problems involving 3 decimal 

places 

• Add and subtract numbers mentally with increasingly 

large numbers 

• Use rounding to check answers to calculations and 

determine, in the context of a problem, levels of ac-

curacy  

• Add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 

digits, including using formal written methods 

(columnar addition and subtraction)  

• Identify multiples and factors, including finding all 

factor pairs of a number, and common factors of two 

numbers  

• Establish whether a number up to 100 is prime and 

recall prime numbers up to 19  

• Multiply and divide numbers mentally drawing upon 

known facts up to 12 x 12 

• Multiply and divide whole numbers by 10, 100 and 

1,000 

• Multiply and divide numbers involving decimals  by 

10, 100 and 1000 

• Multiply number up to 4-digit by a 1 or 2-digit number 

using formal written methods, including long multipli-

cation for 2-digit numbers 

• Divide numbers up to 4-digits by 1-digit numbers 

• Solve problems involving multiplication and division 

where large numbers are used by decomposing them 

into factors 

 

 

 

• Recognise mixed numbers and improper fractions and convert 

from one to the other 

• Read and write decimal numbers as fractions, for example, 0.47 = 

47/100. Recognise the per cent symbol (%) and understand per 

cent relates to number of parts per hundred 

• Write percentages as a fraction with denominator hundred, and as 

a decimal fraction 

• Compare and order fractions whose denominators are all multiples 

of the same number 

• Identify, name and write equivalent fractions of a given fraction, 

represented visually, including tenths and hundredths 

• Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and de-

nominators that are multiples of the same number 

• Multiply proper fractions and mixed numbers by whole numbers, 

supported by materials and diagrams 

• Recognise and use thousandths and relate them to tenths, hun-

dredths and decimal equivalents 

• Round decimals with two decimal places to the nearest whole 

number and to one decimal place 

• Read, write, order and compare numbers with up to three decimal 

places 

•  Identify 3-D shapes, including cubes and other cuboids, from 2-D 

representations 

• Know angles are measured in degrees: estimate and compare 

acute, obtuse and reflex angle 

• Draw given angles, and measure them in degrees 

• Identify angles at a point and one whole turn. Identify angles at a 

point on a straight line and ½ a turn. Identify other multiples of 90°.  

• Use the properties of rectangles to deduce related facts and find 

missing lengths and angles 

• Distinguish between regular and irregular polygons based on rea-

soning about equal sides and angles 

• Convert between different units of metric measures and estimate 

volume and capacity 

• Measure and calculate the perimeter of composite rectilinear 

shapes in centimetres and metres 

• Calculate and compare the area of squares and rectangles in-

cluding using standard units (cm² and m²) 

• Estimate volume and capacity . Solve problems involving convert-

ing between units of time 

• Identify, describe and represent the position of a shape following a 

reflection or translation, using the appropriate language, and know 

that the shape has not changed 

 

 

Addition strategies 

 

 

 

Subtraction strategies 

Multiplication strategies 

Division strategies 

For more detail on our mathematical strategies, please see our calculation policy.  





INSERT SCIENCE KNOWLEDGE  
ORGANISER FOR THE FIRST HALF 

TERM 



INSERT HISTORY / GEOGRAPHY 
KNOWLEDGE  

ORGANISER FOR THE FIRST HALF 
TERM 



INSERT ART / DT KNOWLEDGE  
ORGANISER FOR THE FIRST HALF 

TERM 



Learning Qualities 
 

Ash Class 

The following outlines the key year group skills that we 
are committed to developing which will help our 

children to become successful life long learners.  It is 
helpful to see these as ‘Learn to Learn’ skills. 

 

  

 

 

Building Resilience 
• Recognise ‘Growth Mindset’ and ‘Fixed Mind-

set’  
• Embrace challenges, especially open ended or  
deeper thinking ones and keep going until their 
conclusion 
• Appreciate how learning can happen from 

stretch mistakes and embrace this 
• Recognise risks that may be involved when 

tackling work 
• Remember our brains are making new connec-

tions and growing all the time 

• the difference between stretch mistakes and 
sloppy  

Developing Confidence 

• Communicate confidently and capably in a range of situa-
tions, including with the whole class 

•  Make the most of others’ strengths when organising work 

• Take account of others’ viewpoints when considering suc-
cess 

•  Accept constructive criticism from others in group to ena-
ble improvement in performance 

•  Accept different types of feedback and criticism and learn 
from it 

• Understand that attitude and behaviour can affect learn-
ing, and show they are prepared to adjust 

• Gauge when a task has been completed to the best of their 
ability 

• Know what helps them to learn well 

Gaining Independence 

• Organise things well, including resources and others 

• Know where they learn best 

• Assess risk and make sensible decisions 

• Cope with additional pressure 

• Confident and capable when allowed to organise own 
time and space 

• Use a range of strategies to help overcome a problem 

• Empathise with others, appreciating that people re-
spond in different ways 

Becoming Collaborative 

• Take on a range of roles within a group 

• Accept constructive criticism from others in group to 
enable improvement in performance 

• Share a working environment with others and respect 
their varying needs 

• Motivate others to contribute more effectively 

• Understands differences in opinions and respond posi-
tively 

• When suggesting ideas, able to break into smaller steps 
to suit the needs of the group 

• Work with range of people, including those with differ-
ent views of their own 

• Eager to discuss conflicting issues fairly and reach agree-
ment that enables the group to move on 

• Make the most of others’ strengths when organising 
work 

Being Inquisitive 

• Ask questions and pose problems  

• Understand that questions can have more than one 
answer and that some cannot be answered 

• Give more than one reason to support an argument 

• Recognise that sometimes you need expertise from oth-
ers to help solve problems 

• Use feedback from a range of sources to help solve a 
problem 

• Plan a complex task, anticipating blocks and find ways to 
overcome them 

• Choose how to present information 

• Listen to a range of opinions and reach a conclusion 
from them 



Forest School Opportunities 

Careers Week 

Special Friends with Acorn 

Class 

# 
Fairtrade Charity Event 

Let’s Go Sing 

 

Ash Class 

Cycle A 


